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.Henora~le.· aar~ara.Boxer_.
:United' States Senator
1700 Montgomery Street
Suite 240
San FranciscP J palifornia941ll

D~ar ~enatorBoxer:

.RECEIVEO
. '. .'

APR 13M3

This is in reply to your letter of February 22, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, John E. Tatum, regarding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituent is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituent's concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your constituent's
letter will be included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final
rules to be issued in 1994.

Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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BARBARA BOXER.
- . ·CAUFORNI.....
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ilnittd ~tattS£'roat( .
. ' WASH.INGTON. D'C2b510~0505 .: .

:". ~', .' ~ '. : : .

Feb]:"ua:rr.22, 1993.

Linda Townsend Solheim
Dir.ector, . Legls.la;tlve Affa,ir.e.

. ·.Federal·CornrnunicatfonsComrniss£"oIi·
Room 808'
1919 M'Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Solheim:

Enclosed please find the correspondence Senator Boxer received
from John E. Tatum, MSGT USAF (Retired), regarding PR Docket 92
235.

Senator Boxer is forwarding the attached for your review and
consideration.

Thank you for your assistance.in this matter. Please respond to
Senator Boxer's district office: 1700 Montgomery Street, Suite
240, San Francisco, CA 94111.

Enclosures
cc: John E. Tatum, MSGT USAF (Retired)
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,'. The' ~Horiorable',aa::rbcira BOxer " ,
United States senate
112 Hart Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

, Dear: 'senator Box~l:':'

I'm a retired Air Force Master Sergeant'with a service-connected disability
which I received while serving roore than twenty years in the military. I
don't drink or srooke. I don't fish much any roore because the fish are loaded
with mercury. I don't hunt because of the injury to my spine and, as a
matter of fact, I've seen enough killing in the service. The only recre
ational avenue open to me is radio-L~ntrolled lOOdel aircraft and sail boats.
If PR Docket 92-235 is allowed to pass, I'll be washed up with my hobby. I
just updated all of my eight radios, and I can't afford to do it again. All
I will have to look forward to is a pine box, and, of course, my wife gets
the flag.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consider
ation by the Federal Conmunications Comnission (FCC). The proceeding is
PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability
of frequencies currently assigned for lOOdel use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band.
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
use interfering with the other.

This band is
However, our

from the land
without either

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a reSUlt, many
land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies
and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the
50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of lOOdel
airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

h~en we fly our lOOdel airplanes under radio' control, we go to great lengths
to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of
property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination
and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies
is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.
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rheHonorable Barbara Boxer -2- February 7, 1993

Please' unders'tand -that many mod~l airplanes have wing spans' up to 1.0 feet:
,and ~weigh as' much' as 30 or 40 Pounds. The modelsthemseJ,ves are exp€!nsive
td' bu'ildi but more to the point, they are capable of causihgproperty damage,
serious'iruury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to
,lose .control of, the craft. We often fly Ollr qp4els, at organized t;?vents and
contests whe're hWldreds of operators' partidpate~' : We need the use of .our

. fu],1 complernentof. radio frequencit;s in o.rder to assure a safe flying environ:-
'inent~;.,' . . . " .. '. ' .

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating con
ditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control rnodelers~
The FCC may ,not think w~are as important as business users of radios, ,but

" we have' a. 'consid~iable' invEistment' in our InOdels a'~d .inour ri;l·dio~ipmerit.'.'
1~e hobby prov~des many hours of ~njoymentto thousands of pebple like myself
and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the
FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz band. I will leave you
with this thought. Model airplanes don't cause cancer.

JT:dt

cc:
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FEDERA~ COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WA?HrNGTONi D.C. 20554

IN REPLY REFER'TO:

7330- 7/UOOA3

.'Honotabl~Ba:rbata BOKer
U~it:edStates 'Senator
1700 Montgomery Street
Suite 240
San Francisco " California .94111

Dear Senator Boxer:

. .-..
.: ..

This is in reply to your letter of February 22, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, John E. Tatum, regarding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituent is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any 'propos~al contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituent's concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your constituent's
letter will be included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final
rules to be issued in 1994.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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